could not be acquainted with Peacock's private opinions on "the rapacity of commerce," or the intention he had at one time entertained of introducing Carthage into his poem as an episode for the admonition of England. The personal introduction was also no doubt effected through the Hookhams. "I saw Shelley for the first time/3 says Peacock, "in 1812, just before he went to Tanyrallt." This must mean before he went to Tanyrallt from London, since he had originally proceeded thither from Lynmouth; and the date would be early in November, 1812.
The date of Edward Hookham's death is not known. His brother was living as late as 1860, when he gave Sir Percy and Lady Shelley information connected with Shelley's history.
If Peacock had possessed no other claim to distinction, he might have shared it as the recipient of some of the most beautiful descriptive letters ever written; namely, those of Shelley written from Switzerland and Italy. From Italy alone there were thirty, of which the thirteen published by Mrs. Shelley, and one at least of the seventeen subsequently printed by Peacock himself, entirely merit that high character. It seems at first a serious imputation upon Peacock that no more than fourteen replies from him shouldle.5'    Not having had the advantage of reading  Peacock's  letters  to  Hookham   he [12]]s
